
M a r c h  26, 2002 LB 1040

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

And part of that is tha t  there's a v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  enforcement 
process in L i n c o l n  County. Next, w h y . . . w h y  is the county 
attorney re p r e s e n t i n g  t h e s e  matt e r s ?  H e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  any choice 
in the fact tha t  there's an appeal mad e  and that t h e  A t t o r n e y  
General has declined, for w h a t e v e r  reason, to d o  this and so the 
respo n s i b i l i t y  ha s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to th e  local c o u n t y  attorney. 
So he ' s  k i n d  of c a u g h t  in a box. A n d  I h a v e  v i s i t e d  w i t h  our 
c ounty attor n e y  and I kno w  h e  feels kin d  of s h e e p i s h  a bout the 
w h ole situation, b u t  the d i s t r i c t  judge is t h e  one that's 
ordering t h e . . .the amount of money, so w h a t ' s  h e  s u p p o s e d  to do? 
I t hink a b i g g e r  q u e s t i o n  p r o b a b l y  is, h o w  d i d  we g e t  into this 
bo x  in the first p lace? The issue is that, b y  statute, the 
respo n s i b i l i t y  for this is u n d e r  t h e  A t t o r n e y  General. The 
A t t o r n e y  General, if y o u  wi l l  r ecall la s t  year w h e n  w e  h a d  the 
same issue, h a d  p u t  on all of t h e s e  tha t  he w a s  disqualified. 
Well, he wa s n ' t  disqualified; h e  just d i d n ' t  do it. H e  didn't 
wan t  to do it, so h e  a s s i g n e d  it to t h e  co u n t y  a t t orneys to do. 
An d  this year, b e f o r e  our A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Committee, the Attorney 
Gen e r a l  came and a s ked for a d d itional b u d g e t  for h i m  to carry 
out t his...this d u t y  and, as Senator C o n n e a l y  has mentioned, he 
was asking for over $200,000 to. . . t o  a fford this p a rticular
program. Now, I d on't kno w  whe t h e r  t h a t ' s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  amount 
of money, bu t  t h e s e  are n o t  that m i n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  to do the 
a d m i nistrative law hearings, a n d  I t h i n k  if we d o n ' t  get this 
situ at ion  s t r a i g h t e n e d  out, w e're g o i n g  to hav e  a b i g  p r o b l e m  in 
ho w  to eve n  f u n c t i o n  u n d e r  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law hearings. A 
quest i o n  that y o u  m i g h t  ask is, if the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  didn't 
do it and t h e  co u n t y  a t t o r n e y  ref u s e d  to do it, w hat's supposed 
to h a p p e n  to t h e s e  h e a rings? I mea n  we d o n ' t  h a v e  any b o d y  then 
to enforce that a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law h e a r i n g  and I t h i n k  there's 
w h ere you start to get the breakdown. So the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
the county a t t o r n e y  has b e e n  tha t  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  can't do 
it or won't d o  it, for w h a t e v e r  reason, if w e ' r e  g oing to 
enforce t hese matters, the n  I h a v e  to d o  it; if I h a v e  to do it, 
the n  the d i s t r i c t  judge is g oing t o  a ward $500. It's n o t  that 
h e's asking for $500. The d i s t r i c t  judge has n o t  sai d  d etail by 
hour. He said si m p l y  tha t  if yo u  h a v e  an A L R  h e a r i n g . ..ALA 
h e a r i n g  that y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to b e  p a i d  $500, period. So it puts 
the county a t t o r n e y  in a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  spot, one tha t  he d idn't 
ask to be p u t  in. It's simply as a r esult of t h e . . . o f  the
process. So. . . s o  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  n o w  about, I t h i n k  Senator


